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DAYTONA BEACH MAN SENTENCED TO 5 YEARS IN
PRISON FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL TO HAVE SEX WITH A MINOR

Jacksonville, Florida— Thursday, October 31, 2002, United States District Judge
Ralph W. Nimmons sentenced Ronald Duane Smith, age 69, Daytona Beach, Florida, to
five (5) years’ imprisonment followed by three (3) years’ supervised release for foreign
travel with intentto engage in a sexual act with a juvenile.

Smith was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation after allegations
surfaced that Smith had traveled with three teenage boys, under questionable
circumstances, to Costa Rica. The investigation identified withesses who had seen Smith
in Costa Rica engaging in sexual acts with a fourteen-year old boy who had traveled there
with Smith from Jacksonville. Smith was subsequently indicted by a grand jury in the
Jacksonville Division of the Middle District of Florida for foreign travel with intent to engage
in a sexual act with ajuvenile. On August20, 2002, Smith pleaded guilty to those charges
in United States District Court.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Ronald T. Henry of

the Jacksonville Division of the Middle District of Florida.
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